# The Minite

AEPORTS that toe hlaze at
York Minstar may have bezn
caussd by a UFO attack have
provoked a (romondaus ress
pensa lrom Exprass readers.

One has even suggesied that
{he raiders from space may ag*
tually have landsd the night of
tha lire,

Despite a stream of phone
calls irom readers backing-up
the UFO sighting by Iwo York
men, shurchmen and represancs
tatives of the police and fire

brigade have dismissed the
pizarre Elaze theory.
Binster spoMesman canan

Michasl Bowering was guotad
in tama nitional newspapers as
zaying: “Thal's wary interasting.
Have [hise chaps scen opticians
lately? 1 lock farward rather
mora to seeing the official fire
-}H‘a report. When it comes
1o s, I'm an agnostie.”
York pollca ars  keeping
straight-faced about ths In-
cident: “The police always look
into any report, In this cass,
wa haye not been mads aware
of any avidenza fo support the

suggesilon that thare wara
UFJ8."

Tha fire brigade Tait tha
fwmme: | Wa have looked, at
gvery plausible cause and In=
vestiaated il. This Is not con®
sidered (o be plausibla’™

National nawspapers  and
local telavision stations  fol-

inwed up (he Express’ axglusive
cowerage al*ihe UFQ story.
Readers werg not slow in re-
porting ‘what they s=aw the
nignt the Minster burned.
aesaders’ roports of sightings
that night have suggested that
tre ZIeppelin-shaped spaceship
described by Eddie Acaster and

gill ‘wWhitahead lcoked more
kg a llying saucer or a siivar
Bail.

one of @ first paopla ta

call the Express described the
. two drivers’ UFO sighting In
simildr lerms. The woman, wha
does not want to be jgentified
saw [ha UFO at tha time the
Minstar caught fire.

~At fiest 1 thought It

blaze in 1640: Horsezuard
an Acomb family who found it in their attic shortly after

b Al PR
s hold4 back the crowds Tne piclure was s&

nt in by

the recent bilaze.

Express UFO

story causes
a sensation

part of tha maon. It was
orangs. like the shape ol a
rughy ball" said the woman, a
pensioner living In Sootham.
Earllgr, that Sunday night,
Mrs Sus Taylor and heér hus
pand wera returning by car 1o
their home at 18 Chestnut
Crescent, Holma on epalding
Moor, from a trin to Manchesier.
“My husband stopped tha car
and saidi 'There's a UFo,. it
was pointed at the top, lika a
spinning top, and reddish
colour. | saw it for 3 matter of
ssconds and then It just dise
appearsd,” sald Mrs Taylor.

Remarkable

Mrs Mary Phiilips, a house-
wifs of Springlield Road, Pop-
pleton made a UFOQ sighting
just a week before the Minstar
hire,

“jt was a oeautiful claar
night and thers was a single

cloud in ine sky with [ying
saucers going and coming from
i | watched for abtout an
hour,” she said.

Mr Bramwe: Taylor, agead 55
ol Eastbourns Grove, Hewarlin,
s a ween star spotter, but ha
was not leoking through his
talascope when he caught sight
of 2 UFOD the night tha Minsier
caught fire.

“p saw a silver ball flash

parailel across tha sky — just
above house height. It was
maving axtremaly fast.” said
Mr Taylor, wha i3 ratirad from
the electricity board. Ha made
a sighting of a similar object

around 15 ysars Aagd. which
was spolled by two com=
panions.

A Clifton woman — Wwho

doss not wish to be identified
— called in to the Express (o
say she had seen the unusual
granae ealoured lightning
which Eddie Acastar talked
about In last week's paper.

“| have navar séen anything
{ike it hefore,” said the mother
of two, who dossn't balieve in
UFO0s

‘it wasn't like 2 lightning
flash — it was straight, like a
sword marking out the sky.
Evary law seconds there was a
swigh and this straight orange
cotlourad light”

Tha 31-year-old woman's de-
saription was ramarkably
similar to what Mr Acaster
saw. Sha added: “Whatavar he
said he saw, | can understand
it hecause | thought II wa3
raally waird,”

But that was not all the
woman saw. 1 was convinced |
saw something reflected in the
front window. | thought it was
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